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The administrative cross-borders between Galicia (Spain) and Alto Minho (Portugal) 
contribute to the upbringing of differentiated political and social development models 
and dynamics, hence contributing to the definition of heterogeneous realities 
particularly in rural areas, in spite of the proximity of cultural identities and common 
historical past. These differences limit the objectives and potential results of 
supranational projects. The Geographic Information System (GIS), within the 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) framework, facilitate the territorial 
shift towards a joint social, economic and environmental promotion, concurrently 
permitting proper land use planning and natural resources management. 
 
The Geographic Information System for the rural areas of Galicia-North Portugal 
project (GIS SIGN) (INTERREG III-A), developed between April 2003 and December 
2004, aimed at initiating a cross-border cooperation with the development of common 
spatial databases related to the rural environment, simultaneously interchanging data 
and experiences between the regions and institutions. 
 
The Spatial Data Infrastructure for the rural areas of Galicia-North Portugal project 
(SDI SIGN) (INTERREG III-A, Measure 3.2; Technological development, 
investigation and extension of the Information Society) (2006-2007) anticipated the 
following objectives:  
i) to promote the practice of geo-referencing information and the development of 

common work methodologies, and to disseminate the use and the access to digital 
databases; 

ii) to produce spatial databases and to standardize procedures between institutions, so 
increasing the quality and the quantity of data sharing; 

iii) to improve geographic databases related to human resources skills and information 
management policies definition. 

 
To assure these results and to clarify our objective, we have identified the following 
specific milestones for the project: 
i) to define a joint information organizational model, applying protocols and 

standards to all databases –  graphic and alphanumerical - independently of their 
origin, facilitating the integration and harmonisation of information in both 
countries; 

ii) to recompile and systematise existing information in different institutions, formats 
and supports, creating inter-related database; 



iii) to create spatial databases and methods for planning, monitoring and evaluating 
the activities and dynamics of a rural space; 

iv) to promote the exchange of information and experiences among institutions with 
the aim to create multi-disciplinary discussions and action groups capable to 
assess the quality and the relevance of the information produced, as well as to 
outline new projects; 

v) to transform the databases, initially complex and arid, into a final product that is 
easy to interpret visually; 

vi) to share geographic information obtained so that the different agents that intervene 
in the rural development process and natural resources management can use it, 
contributing to the generalisation of the use of ICT applied to the rural 
environment; 

vii) to contribute to the development of an Information Society with attractive and 
innovative digital contents in the official languages of the countries involved in 
the partnership framework. 

 
An international workgroup was set up, including public and private institutions from 
both Portugal and Galicia (Spain), such as: Sociedade para o Desenvolvemento 
Comarcal de Galicia (SDC), in the role of Lead Manager, the Instituto Politécnico de 
Viana do Castelo (IPVC), the University of Santiago de Compostela (USC), the 
Associação Florestal de Portugal (FORESTIS), the Direcção Regional de Agricultura de 
Entre Douro e Minho (DRAEDM), the Instituto para o Desenvolvimento Agrário da 
Região Norte (IDARN) and the Comissão de Viticultura da Região dos Vinhos Verdes 
(CVRVV). To support the project organizational model, an external evaluation 
commission was put together, and a regular reporting scheme to the local, regional and 
national institutional framework was established. 
 
Bearing in mind the outlined objectives, the thematic areas to be approached and the 
priority goal to reach an accurate characterization of the territory under consideration, it 
was decided to split the project into twelve more specific components, making them 
more controllable in terms of outputs and deadlines. Hence the following subprojects: i) 
cartographic reference database (BDREF ); ii) Geomorphology and Lithology 
(BDGEA); iii) soils units and land suitability (BDSOL); iv) land use (BDUSO); v) 
forest land use and forestry areas administration (BDFOR); vi) population, demography 
and rural activities (BDRUR); vii) tourism information (BDTUR); viii) meteorological 
data (BDMETEO); ix) agro-environmental indicators monitoring system (BDSTAT); x) 
urban planning (BDORD); xi) GIS, SDI and project management training (FORMAR); 
xii) project communication and promotion (DIVUL). 
 
Local nature and environmental characteristics, partners personal and professional 
experiences and preferences, led to the development of a project aimed at rural areas 
and activities. The expected global features of the physical and socio-economic 
environment under study allow the possibility of using these spatial databases at other 
levels, mainly in the planning of sustainable development actions. The projects may 
contribute to a regional investment dynamics in corporate and thematic GIS, in technical 
standards dissemination and to the discussion of information management policies 
which encourage the development of regional and cross-borders SDI. 


